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MEETING MINUTES WORK SESSION 

NORTH SEWICKLEY TOWNSHIP WATER AUTHORITY 

September 17, 2020 

 

 
Roll Call 

 

Chairman, Kenneth Chute, opened the Regular Business meeting at 6:57 pm. Present were Jerry 

Bilkey, Emmett Santillo, Jerry Sadler, Engineer, Emily Palmer, and Manager, Lisa Crespo. 

 

Pub/Input None 

 

Meeting Minutes Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Ken Chute to approve the Regular Business 

Meeting Minutes dated August 20, 2020. Four ayes, motion carried.  
 

Bills For Board 

Approval 

The bills from the August meeting were presented to the Board for review. Bills totaling $61,114.60 

were presented for review/approval. Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Ken Chute to 

approve payment of all bills. Four ayes, motion carried.  

 

Budget Review Presented was the Budget for review from August 2020. Discussion on the budget.  

 

Engineers Report Emily Palmer informed the Board that she is working on the Act 57 Study and gathering information 

on it. Emily estimated that the cost to paint the inside of the towers on Joseph Dr will be $200,000.00 

- $250,000.00 and Wise's Grove tower may be around $300,000.00. Painting the inside includes 

sandblasting and over-coating. Jerry Bilkey asked is we go by the condition of the tanks or is it a 

standard every 5 to 10 years? Emily informed the Board that the new coatings last 20-25 years. 

Myron can't remember painting the interior since he has been on the Board. Jerry Bilkey asked what 

an inspection report would cost. Emily feels that we should include this in the a bond issue and it 

could be up to $800,000.00. Lisa is going to look for the Suez inspection reports.  

 
Solicitors Report Myron Sainovich discussed that the Board should consider an initial construction loan for the capital 

improvements we have been discussing, we would only pay interest on the load. Once we are done, 

we could convert the loan in to a bond or lower interest rate loan. We can also look in to potential 

grant funding. Myron would like Lisa to get him the 2017, 2018 & 2019 audit's and budget reports. 

Myron stated the importance of maintaining our tanks and that you can be fined if not. Myron also 

mentioned that we will want to get a loan with no pre-payment penalties. He is thinking a $2 million 

dollar loan to be safe. Emmett stated that you are required to raise rates annually per the requirements 

of the bond issue. Lisa will check on the sewer authority bond issue. Myron explained that if you only 

use $300,000.00 of the $2 million, you only repay on $300,000.00. Motion by Emmett Santillo and 

seconded by Ken Chute to explore the $2 million dollar bank line of credit with CIM 
Investments. Four ayes, motion carried. Emily also discussed Pennvest funding in regards to a bank 

loan or bond issue. Myron stated that the Engineers are the ones that will help prepare the info the 

funding process and the Solicitor keeps everyone in the loop and involved along the way. Ken Chute 

discussed getting figures out in 3 days, that way we can look at figures and talk about it.  

 

General Reports 

 

Presented was the water loss in gallons for July 2020, the balance sheet, and employee activity reports 

and the Authority magazine. 

  

Old 

Business 

 

Discussion on the condition of the dump truck. The brake lines went out in the dump truck when 

trying to repair the fire hydrant on Bennett's Run. The truck had to be towed by a semi by M and M 

Repair back to their shop as it was not able to be driven. The brake lines are going to need repaired 

and replaced, along with a list of other items to get it up to better working condition. Lisa updated the 

Board on the status of the merger. Jerry Sadler asked if the status of the Sewer Authority debt would 

prohibit the Water Authority from getting a loan. Myron explained that he would like to get the loan 
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before the merger happens then restructure the loan after the merger to try to get a lower rate. 

Discussion on current rates. Emmett Santillo would like to get the money now while rates are low and 

spend the money wisely. Discussion of the proposed maintenance building. Jerry Sadler asked how it 

will be made level and that it is a hill to get in and out of the building, will it be leveled? Jerry Sadler 

also asked how many square feet the building is. Jerry Bilkey would like to know why we need a half 

a million dollar building. Ken Chute provided reasons for a building and that we are in an exploratory 

phases and that is where we need to stay and not jump ahead. Jerry Bilkey would like to look at a 

couple of architects and hire them. Through discussion of the reasons for a maintenance building, 

Jerry Bilkey asked why we need so many grinder pumps on hand for the Sewer Authority. Pennvest 

requires a certain percentage of inventory based on total customer base with grinder pumps. Ken 

Chute also stated we are months away from any decisions on a building and that we are all in this for 

the residents of the Township and that no one wants to over spend and we need to continue to work 

together. Discussion on delinquent accounts. The Board would like a letter sent out to all delinquent 

accounts that they should be brought current by December 2, 2020 to avoid late fees and shut off 

letters. Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Ken Chute to approve sending a letter by 

November 2, 2020 to any residents with a 30 day or more delinquency that fees will begin again 

by December 2, 2020 if their account is not brought current and shut off notices will be begin as 

normal. Four ayes, motion carried.  

 

New Business 

 

Discussion on new hire, Jamie Wolf. Her probation period is over and per her hire, she is to receive a 

review and potential pay increase. Per her work ethic, she is doing a great job for the Township and 

Authorities. Motion by Ken Chute and seconded by Jerry Bilkey to provide Jamie Wolf with a 

$1.00/hour increase retro-active to July 27, 2020. Four ayes, motion carried.  
   

Announcements 

 

None  

 

Adjournment 

 
Motion by Jerry Bilkey and seconded by Emmett Santillo to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 pm. 

Four ayes, motion carried.  
 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Crespo, Authority Manager      October 15, 2020 


