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MEETING MINUTES WORK SESSION 

NORTH SEWICKLEY TOWNSHIP WATER AUTHORITY 

November 19, 2020 

 

 
Roll Call 

 

Chairman, Kenneth Chute, opened the Regular Business meeting at 6:57pm. Present were Jerry 

Bilkey, Emmett Santillo, Jerry Sadler, Engineer, Emily Palmer, Solicitor, Myron Sainovich via 

telephone and Manager, Lisa Crespo. Visitors John Axtell and Greg Douglass 

 

Pub/Input Greg Douglass presented a 5 minute history of the Water Authority and how the turnpike coming 

through ruined wells in the area. His father, Ken Douglass, and Ray Walser gathered enough 

signatures from residents to get the start of the public water system. For 40 years or so the Water 

Authority bought water from Pennsylvania American until they increased all their rates. North 

Sewickley ended their contract with Penn American and signed with Beaver Falls Water. Greg 

informed the board that his father purchased 2 taps in the past before the tap fee increased. There is 

currently a yard hydrant that he has been paying a minimum for but he believes he is owed a tap. Mr. 

Safreed is building a home on the lot and Greg feels he should be reimbursed the tap fee because his 

father bought one over 30 years ago. Ken Chute asked if he had any form of documentation to prove 

the payment. Greg does not, he remembers his father mentioning receipts but Greg did not get them, 

his father is now deceased. Ken Chute advised Greg Douglass that we cannot make a decision this 

evening but the Authority will discuss it and let him know. Greg offered to come over and review the 

meeting minutes on his own as well.   

 

Meeting Minutes Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Jerry Sadler to approve the Regular Business 

Meeting Minutes dated October 15, 2020. Four ayes, motion carried.  

 

Bills For Board 

Approval 

The bills from October 2020 were presented to the Board for review. Bills totaling $70,691.57 were 

presented for review/approval. Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Ken Chute to 

approve payment of all bills. Four ayes, motion carried. Jerry Bilkey asked about the bill for 

Myron Sainovich and if it was for October. Lisa informed Jerry Bilkey that he is paid whether he 

attends the meetings or not.  

 

Budget Review Presented was the Budget for review from October 2020. Discussion on the budget.  

 

Solicitors Report 

 

Myron Sainovich report on the construction loan we are applying for. We are pre approved for a $1 

million loan, we are just waiting for credit management to review the term sheet. 

 

Engineers Report Emily Palmer present the Engineer's Report. Emily reported that she met with Lisa to talk about 

budgeting. We are going to start working on the Risk and Resilience Plan shortly and we are going to 

start working on the tank painting as well. Emily asked the Board for action on the Act 57 updates. 

Motion by Jerry Bilkey and seconded by Emmett Santillo to adopt a new tapping fee schedule 

where as the long side township tap fee is $3,625.00, the short side township road tap fee is 

$2,25.00 and the long side state road tap fee is $5,225.00. Four ayes, motion carried. Jerry Bilkey 

and Emmett Santillo wanted to be sure that this falls in line with what other Authorities are doing. 

Emily said to compare Authorities that do the work, yes, it does fall in line and it is protection that the 

Authority isn't losing money on taps.  

 

General Reports 

 

Presented was the water loss in gallons for October 2020, the balance sheet, and employee activity 

reports and the Authority magazine. 

  
Old 

Business 

Discussion on the 2021 budget. Lisa will have a draft sent out to the Board before the end of the 

month but discussion was held that we need to start to figure out what things we are going to work on 
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 such as tank painting, the new building, etc. Lisa does not feel that with the surplus in the budget and 

the impact of the loan, the new building and tank painting will have so late in to 2021 that a rate 

increase will be necessary. The possible impact will be more for 2022. 

 

New Business 

 

Discussion providing a $10/month credit to employees that take part in Aflac supplemental insurance. 

Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Jerry Bilkey to approve the Water Authority 

giving a $10 per month credit to any Water Authority employees that chose to enroll in Aflac as 

a supplemental insurance. Four ayes, motion carried. Lisa discussed the resume of Echo Funk 

with the Board.  

   

Executive 

Session 

 

Adjourn to executive session at 7:29 pm. Discussion on potential new hire. Adjourn to regular 

meeting at 7:34 pm 

New Business 

Continued 

 

Motion by Jerry Bilkey and seconded by Emmett Santillo to approve the start of the hiring 

process with Echo Funk starting at $17.50/hour with a 90 probation period , after 90 days there 

will be a $0.75/hour increase and after one year, promotion to office manager and a $1.00/per 

hour increase bring her wage to $19.25. Four ayes, motion carried. 

 

Announcements 

 

None  

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion by Jerry Bilkey and seconded by Jerry Sadler to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 pm. Four 

ayes, motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Crespo, Authority Manager       December 17, 2020 


