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MEETING MINUTES WORK SESSION 

NORTH SEWICKLEY TOWNSHIP WATER AUTHORITY 

November 21, 2019 

 

 
Roll Call Secretary/Treasurer, Emmett Santillo, opened the Regular Business meeting at 7:11 pm. Present were 

Jerry Bilkey, Ken Chute, Manager, Lisa Crespo, Engineer, Jeff Frye and Solicitor, Myron Sainovich. 

Visitor Matthew Reichart with Pine Valley was also present. Chairman, Dave Weber and Jerry Sadler 

were absent. 

 

Pub/Input None 

 

Visitor Matthew Reichart with Pine Valley Bible Camp and his Contractor, Bob Barbish, attended the 

meeting to discuss the fire line installation. He updated the Board that 1,600'-1,700' of the 1,900' total 

are installed and showed the Board the map of the location. Matthew is concerned about the shut off 

valve being installed on the T on the other side of the road. He is worried about the available space for 

digging to install the shut off. Bob Barbish informed the Board that he will be installing no plastic 

from the meter pit under the road, it will be ductile iron and that he uses mega lugs for everything. 

Pine Valley also discussed that they would like to perform a cold tap on the line instead of a hot tap. 

Jeff informed the Board and Pine Valley that if they do a cold tap, it would shut off the entire 

development below Pine Valley, Jeff would like to see a hot tap. Jeff also mentioned that the pressure 

is high in that area. Jeff's concern is that if there is not a shut off on the line, the people down below 

will be out of water if there is a break in the line. Jeff recommends that a main line gate valve be 

installed prior to or before the T for the Pine Valley Bible Camp fire line. If this is the case, only one 

home would be shut off in the case of a break. Matthew wanted to know if the Board is okay with the 

cold tap versus the hot tap. Discussion that Lisa will use the Swift Reach system to notify all the 

customers affected when the tap is performed. Jeff advised to give NSTWA advanced notice to have 

the Water Authority operators available when the tap is performed. Motion by Emmett Santillo and 

seconded by Jerry Bilkey to permit Pine Valley Bible Camp to perform a cold tap to the main 

line with notification from NSTWA customers and advanced notice to NSTWA operators to be 
available. Three ayes, motion carried. Jeff informed Matthew that he will need the size of the 

casing under the road to put that on the Highway Occupancy Permit that Michael Baker is performing 

on behalf of Pine Valley, at Pine Valley's expense.  

 

Meeting Minutes Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Jerry Bilkey to approve the Regular Business 

Meeting Minutes dated October 17, 2019. Three ayes, motion carried.  

 

Bills For Board 

Approval 

The bills were presented to the Board for review. Bills totaling $70,391.53 were presented for 

review/approval. Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Jerry Bilkey to approve payment 

of all bills. Three ayes, motion carried.  
  

Budget Review Presented was the Budget for review from October 2019. Discussion on the budget.  

 

Engineers Report Discussion on the Engineers report provided by Jeff Frye. Jeff informed the Board that he and Lisa 

worked through issues with the Developer's agreement and new connections going in to phase II. Jeff 

informed the Board that he emailed Cassie Lloyd with PennDOT to ask about a maintenance bond 

and potential reimbursement for costs associated to the water main repairs on Chapel Drive and in 

front of Shakespeare's Restaurant. Jeff  informed the Board that he started the Highway Occupancy 

Permit for Pine Valley. He also looked in to the alarm unit for the fire line. He advised the Board that 

it would be very costly for them to install an alarm and it would require them to install a meter to 

which the Board formerly did not require them to purchase a meter until the time it was sold to a for-

profit organization. Myron Sainovich informed the Board the Pine Valley is willing to sign an 
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agreement that a meter is to be purchased if it is sold to a for-profit organization. Myron will draft that 

agreement for signature by Pine Valley and the Authority. Jeff also informed the Board that he would 

be working with Lisa on the Annual Report.  

 
Solicitors Report Myron Sainovich informed the Board that he located the Goldenrod agreement but it hasn't been 

executed by the Wright's or the Authority. Lisa will review the agreement for any changes and Myron 

will send it to Harry Kunselman for signatures. Emmett would like this done as soon as possible to get 

it over with. 

 

General Reports 

 

Presented was the Water Loss in Gallons for October 2019. Ken Chute asked how we rate compared 

to other communities. Myron said we are doing very well in comparison. Normal water loss is 0% to 

15% and if you are in that number, you are considered good. Also presented was the activity report 

for Arthur Herrmann, the balance sheet and the Authority Magazine.   

 

Old 

Business 

 

Lisa updated the Board on the status of T.S. Elliott and the install of the security system. They will be 

in on the 3rd week of December to do the install. Lisa informed the Board that the GIS mapping and 

Capital Improvements projects are still in the background but not actively working on that due to 

other projects. Lisa informed the Board that Suez is going to be sending the agreement to the 

Authority for us to get a relationship snapshot and the money owed to them. Discussion on the 

amount of debt we have to Suez for tank maintenance. Myron discussed how inter-municipal 

agreements are good and also bonds in the Authority name. We need to get a good idea of what our 

relationship with Suez is and see if there are better options for finances. Lisa is going to work to get 

more information and report back next month. While in the discussion of saving money, Emmett 

informed the Board that he and Lisa are looking in to the pension and we will save $1,300.00  because 

Capital Retirement Services is charging for six people. If Emmett takes over the pension, it would be 

$200/yr. 

 

New Business 

 

Lisa presented the first draft of the 2020 Budget for discussion. Emmett informed the Board of the 

payment window that will be going in the billing office. This will provide safety to the employees in 

the case there are limited people in the office and situations arise. Motion by Emmett Santillo and 

seconded by Ken Chute to approve the shared cost, 50/50 with the Sewer Authority, for the 

installation of a payment window in the billing office. Three ayes, motion carried. Jerry Bilkey 

asked if the listing for 590 Mercer Road could be emailed to the Board and why is it not listed on 

Realtor.com. Lisa will reach out to Ed Lowry to discuss this situation.  

 

Executive 

Session 

 

Adjourn to Executive session at 8:03 pm to discuss the 2020 Budget and personnel. Reconvene to 

regular business meeting at8:21pm.   

Announcements 

 

None 

Adjournment Motion by Emmett Santillo and seconded by Ken Chute to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 pm. 

Three ayes, motion carried 

 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Crespo, Authority Manager       December 19, 2019 


